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Climate Prediction Center’s Central America Hazards Outlook
2 — 8 December 2021
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- Dry conditions to continue over much of Central America, except along the Atlantic coastlines
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Legend is very general, please see
numbered descriptions for details.
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1) Unevenly-distributed rain since early
August has resulted in large seasonal
12°N 4 rainfall deficits and drought, which have
already negatively impacted vegetation
conditions over many local areas of
Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, and Nicaragua.

2) Temperature forecasts indicated that
° minimum temperature could fall near or
10°N+ . R _
below-freezing, potentially impacting the
livelihoods of people and damaging crops
over the higher terrains of western
Guatemala during the next week.

3) This past two weeks abundant rain has
8°NA triggered flash flood, which caused fatalities
and affected people in the Las Cuevas de
Bayano area in Panama. The forecast heavy ' <TL
rains maintain high risks for flooding over

the region during the next week.
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Dry conditions are expected to continue during the next week.

During the past seven days, suppressed rainfall dominated over Central America. However, moderate to heavy rains fell along the Atlantic coasts of
the region and parts of the southern Caribbean. Conditions over the past month showed strengthening short-term moisture deficits across central
and southern Guatemala, western El Salvador, central Honduras, and northern Nicaragua. In contrast, atypical enhanced rains resulted in moisture
surpluses over parts of northwestern, western, and east-central Guatemala and the Caribbean coasts of Honduras. In Guatemala, the unusual
increased rains triggered flooding over localized areas in the Alta Verapaz Department over the past recent weeks, according to reports. For the
August — November rainfall season, below-average rain spread throughout the region. This past ninety-day, cumulative rainfall ranged only between
25 — 80 percent of the average. Consequently, while sufficient soil moisture was observed along the Atlantic tier of Central America, moisture stress
and even wilting conditions were depicted across the inland and Pacific-facing region, based on the recent soil water index analysis. Additionally, as
the rainfall season has ended, ongoing dryness and potentially strong winds form an environment, conducive to forest fires over many local areas.

For next week, dry conditions are forecast to continue over much of Central America. However, moderate to heavy and possibly above-average
rains are expected along the eastern coasts of Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. The forecast heavy rains maintain high risks for
flooding over previously-flooded areas of Panama. Meanwhile, temperature forecasts indicated that near to below-freezing nighttime or early
morning temperatures are to continue over the higher elevations of Guatemala, which could pose hazards to the livelihoods of residents and crops.

Week 1 GEFS Rainfall Total Forecast and CMORPH average total rainfall (mm)
1 December — 8 December 2021
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Figure 1: Source NOAA /CPC

Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.



