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A poor rainfall distribution since the beginning of August has led to widespread dryness over Central America.
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. 1) Strongly suppressed rainfall since mid-
12°N+ September has strengthened moisture
deficits over Honduras, northern
Nicaragua, Guatemala, and Belize.
Negative rainfall anomalies are 100mm to
200mm - equating to less than 50% or
10°N- even 25% of average.
2) This area of eastern Honduras and
northern Nicaragua has been upgraded to
drought as the longest lasting rainfall
suppression has been observed in this
area - more than 8 weeks to this point.
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3) A weather disturbance, combined with ‘.
the Intertropical Convergence Zone, is Y
forecast to bring torrential rains, which
could trigger flooding over parts of Costa
Rica and Panama.
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The forecast near to below-average rainfall during the next week is likely to maintain dryness over Central America.

During late October, scattered heavy rains fell over portions of northwestern and southwestern Guatemala, northern Honduras, and the southern
Caribbean, where more than 100 mm of rainfall amounts were received, according to satellite estimates. In contrast, limited accumulation with little to
light rains prevailed over much of the inland of Central America, including the central parts of Honduras and Nicaragua. Since the beginning of the
Postrera, August — November, rainfall season, seasonal rainfall was below-average throughout much of northern Central America, with the largest
(50 — 80 percent of average) deficits in east-central Honduras and north-central Nicaragua. Moreover, this past month, conditions were much drier as
cumulative rainfall accounted for 25 — 80 percent of the average only across a wider area of the region, covering central Guatemala, southern
Honduras, and northern Nicaragua. Despite some improvement in vegetation conditions over many areas compared with those of a few months prior,
a recent Normalized Difference Vegetation Index analysis depicted further deterioration over areas of east-central Guatemala and persistent poor
conditions along northern Honduras.

During the next seven days, while increased rains are possible along the Atlantic-facing regions of Central America, limited and likely below-average
amounts are expected over the remainders of the region, according to model forecasts. This forecast conditions may exacerbate dryness and drought
and negatively impact crops over many local areas. In contrast, the forecast heavy rains could trigger localized flooding over Costa Rica and Panama.

Week 1 GEFS Rainfall Total Forecast and CMORPH average total rainfall (mm)
03 November — 10 November 2021
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Figure 1: Source NOAA /CPC

Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.



