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Climate Prediction Center’s Central America Hazards Outlook
August 6 — August 12, 2015
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“rateart oF O e Several consecutive weeks of below-average rainfall strengthens dryness in Central America.

Legend is very general, please see
numbered descriptions for details.

Abnormal Dryness

Drought

- Severe Drought

1) Poorly distributed Primera rainfall
combined with an extended Canicula
have led to considerable moisture
deficits and crop losses across much
of Central America. Forecasts
suggest a suppression of rainfall
during early August and a worsening
of ground conditions.




Persistent dryness has negatively impacted crops of Central America.

During the last week, reduced amounts of precipitation were received throughout Central America. The highest precipitation amounts were
registered in local parts of southern Guatemala (>100m), with well-distributed, but much lesser amounts observed in the county and in regions to
the east. Since the beginning of July, rainfall has been predominately below-average, as several local areas in Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador,
Nicargua, and Costa Rica have experienced less than half of their normal rainfall accumulation for the month. The drier than average conditions,
associated with the extended Canicula, mid-season dry period, have already led to losses in maize and bean crops over the El Progreso, Zacapa,
and Chiquimula departments of eastern Guatemala. Consistent and well-distributed rain is needed to fully eliminate accumulated rainfall deficits and

replenish soil moisture to improve crop conditions over many local areas of Central America.

For next week, light to locally moderate rain is forecast throughout Central America. Heavy rain is expected along the Gulf of Honduras, Atlantic
littorals of Nicaragua, and Pacific Basin of Costa Rica. However, the forecast rain will likely to be below-average and is likely to sustain moisture

deficits.

Week 1 Rainfall Total and Anomaly Forecast (mm)
August 5 — August 12, 2015

GFS week1 Total Rainfall (mm) GFS week1 Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Ending: 06z12Aug2015 Period: 06212Aug2015
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Figure 1. Source NOAA /CPC

Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.




