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Climate Prediction Center’s Central America Hazards Outlook
July 31 — August 6, 2014
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¢ Dryness has continued across many areas of Central America.

Legend is very general, please see
¥ ‘ . numbered descriptions for details.

Abnormal Dryness

Drought

- Severe Drought

I IAbnnrmaIHeat

4) Since late June, infrequent and below-
average rains have increased moisture deficits
across the Dry Corridor of central Guatemala
and have damaged crops over local areas of
iy southern Honduras. Limited rains are expected
over the region next week, potentially
worsening conditions on the ground.

1) Poorly distributed rainfall since the
beginning of March has led to growing
moisture deficits and deteriorating ground
conditions across several departments in
southern Honduras and northern and west-
central Nicaragua. Cropping activities could be
negatively impacted should rains remain

5) Below-average rains since the start of the
below-average.

season and acute dryness since mid-June have
led to lost crops in eastern Guatemala.
Conditions on the ground are likely to degrade
further as little to no rains are forecast next

2) Extended dry spells and below-average rains
have led to substantial seasonal rainfall deficits
and poor ground conditions in southern
Honduras and the Chinandega, Madriz and
Nueva Segovia and Esteli departments of
northern Nicaragua. The drought conditions
have reduced crop yields and the probability of
crop damages and losses is very high.

3) Below-average rains since mid-May and
prolonged dry spells since late June have
resulted in damaged crops over areas of
eastern El Salvador. Reduced rains are forecast
next week, which could maintain or even
exacerbate inadequate conditions.




A return to reduced rainfall forecast.

During the past week, torrential (> 150 mm) rains fell along the Gulf of Honduras, causing landslides and flooding over many local areas of the
Izabal, Alta Verapaz, and Baja Verapaz departments of Guatemala. Heavy rains were also observed along the Atlantic Basin of Costa Rica and
western El Salvador. Moderate rains were registered over parts of eastern Honduras and eastern Nicaragua, while little to no rainfall continued over
central Guatemala and along the Gulf of Fonseca region. Rainfall anomalies since late May have shown large (> 200 mm) deficits over eastern
Guatemala, western Honduras, eastern El Salvador, and central Nicaragua. The lack of rainfall over the past eight weeks has already resulted in
destroyed crops over local areas of eastern Guatemala, southern Honduras, and eastern El Salvador. Although recent vegetation indices exhibited
adequate conditions over much of Central America, below-average conditions have remained over local areas of central and southern Honduras,
and northwestern Nicaragua. If the unfavorable rainfall distribution continues, it will likely result in reduced seasonal crop yields over many local
areas of Central America.

During the next seven days, model rainfall forecasts suggest a return to reduced rainfall throughout Central America. Little to no rainfall is expected
across the inland of the region, including the dryness-affected area of eastern Guatemala, southern Honduras, and western Nicaragua. Locally
moderate rains are, however, possible over central Guatemala and northern Honduras. Meanwhile, heavy rains are expected to continue along
southeastern coastal areas of Nicaragua, and over the Southern Caribbean.

Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm)
July 31 — August 6, 2014
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Figure 1: Source NOAA /CPC

Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.



