
 

Climate Prediction Center’s Central America Hazards Outlook 
September 19 – September 25, 2013 

 
 Heavy rains resulted in localized flash and river flooding across portions of Guatemala.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

1) Several consecutive weeks of 
above-average rains have led to 
dangerously high water levels along 
the Usumacinta River as well as 
localized reports of flash flooding 
and landslides. With additional 
heavy rain forecast for the next 
week, there is an elevated risk for 
flooding and landslides.  
 
2) Abundant rains have resulted in 
numerous reports of river flooding 
and flash flooding in the Escuintla 
and Retalhuleu departments of 
Guatemala. With soils saturated, any 
additional rainfall could lead to 

flooding during the next week.  



Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.  

Another week of torrential rains resulted in river flooding across southern and northern Guatemala.  
 
During the last week, moderate to heavy rain (>25mm) was observed across much of Central America. Northern Central America including Belize, 
Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador recorded heavy rains (>50mm). The highest precipitation totals (>75mm) were located along the Gulf of 
Fonseca, northern Honduras, central Costa Rica and northwestern Guatemala. The abundant weekly rainfall in Guatemala has continued to cause 
localized flash and river flooding. Flooding in the Escuintla, Retalhuleu, Santa Rosa, San Marcos and Baja Verapaz departments of Guatemala 
displaced local populations and damaged infrastructure. River levels also remain high on the Usumacinta, Esclavos, Motagua, Chixoy, La Pasión, 
and San Pedro Rivers. Elsewhere, Postrera seasonal rains have been above-average across much of Central America, resulting in sufficient 
ground moisture for cropping activities.  
 
For the next week, heavy rains (>50mm) are expected to continue across much of Guatemala, the Gulf of Fonseca region, Costa Rica and Panama. 
Heavy rains across Guatemala are likely to cause additional localized flash and river flooding in already saturated areas. Elsewhere, moderate rains 
(10-40mm) are expected for Belize, El Salvador, Nicaragua and the Caribbean coastline of Honduras. Conditions should remain sufficient for 
cropping across Central America. 
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Seven-Day Rainfall Forecast (mm) 
September 18 – September 25, 2013 

 

Figure 1:  Source NOAA / CPC 


