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Climate Prediction Center’s Central America Hazards Outlook
For USAID /| FEWS-NET
October 13 — October 19, 2011

= Heavy, tropical rains are expected along the Pacific coastline of Central America during the next week.

3) Torrential rains in western
Honduras have caused the Ulua River
to rise to near flood levels endangering
local communities. With a third week of
localized heavy rain forecast, potential
flooding is possible.

4) Abundant rains are expected from

Guatemala to Nicaragua during the

next week due to a tropical depression

forecast to move onshore north of

Guatemala. The heavy rains could

cause localized flash/river flooding and
. landslides.

Legend is very general, please see
numbered descriptions for details.

- Flooding

Short-term Dryness

1) An erratic rainfall distribution
during the past several months has
maintained moisture deficits in the
dry portions of Honduras and
Nicaragua. The continuation of
insufficient rains could negatively
impact cropping activities in the
region.

2) Well below-average rainfall during
July and August has led to drought
across eastern Costa Rica. The
persistence of below-average rains
could worsen conditions, potentially
leading to failed crops in the region.




Torrential rainfall is forecast across Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicaragua due to convection associated with a tropical depression.

During the past week, heavy rains (> 50 mm) were recorded along the Caribbean and Pacific coastlines of Central America including already
saturated areas in northern Honduras, the Gulf of Fonseca and the Pacific coastline of Guatemala. Previous weeks of heavy rain in the Nueva
Concepcion municipality in the Escuintla department along the Pacific coastline of Guatemala caused the loss of Primera season crops and
negatively affected recently sown Segunda season crops. Additional heavy rain along the Ulua River has kept river levels and flooding risks high.
Further south, heavy rains (> 50 mm) were recorded across western Panama and Costa Rica including dry northwestern portions of Costa Rica. A
second week of average to above-average rains in northwestern Costa Rica has helped reduce thirty-day rainfall deficits. Ground conditions are still
dry along the Atlantic coastline of northern Costa Rica as only light to moderate rains (5-40 mm) were recorded.

For the upcoming week, a tropical depression is expected to move onshore north of Guatemala bringing torrential rains (> 75 mm) to Guatemala, El
Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua. The abundant rain will be capable of causing flash/river flooding and landslides. Several rivers in southern
Guatemala, such as the Los Esclavos and Samala rivers, are already at alert level. Elsewhere, heavy rains (> 50 mm) are also expected across
southern Central America with moderate rains (10-30 mm) forecast across eastern Nicaragua and the Gracias a Dios department of Honduras.
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J0N

ZEH 1

20N

15N

50 Y5 102 150 260 250 300

Figure 1: Source NOAA /CPC

MFEWS is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of USAID or the U.S. Government. The MFEWS
weather hazards outlook process and products include participation by MFEWS field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries such as,
INETER of Nicaragua, Meteorological Service of Honduras, IMN of Costa Rica, INSIVUMEH of Guatemala, ETESA of Panama, NMS of Belize and SNET of El Salvador. Questions or comments about this product may be
directed to Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7566. Questions about the USAID MFEWS activity may be directed to Gary Eilerts, USAID Program Manager for MFEWS, 1-202-219-0500 or geilerts@usaid.gov.



