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Gentral America Weather Hazards Assessment

for

October 14 - 20, 2004

1) Moderate rains continue in northern and central
_ Belize. Precipitation for the months of September and
October has been well above normal. However, the
polygon remains because of a long term drought
concerns dating back to June. Showers are forecast
to continue through the current period.

2) Short term dryness continues in central
Honduras and northwestern Nicaragua.
Precipitation amounts in late September
# through October have been below normal.
The forecast shows that there is a good
chance of significant rain over the weekend.

Valid: October 14 - 20, 2004




Hazards Assessment Text Explanation:

1. The northern and central portions of Belize continued to receive substantial rain over the past week. Estimates indicate that
much of Belize was between normal and 200% above normal for the month of September. The pattern is continuing thus far for
October with rainfall totals well above normal for the month. This recent rain will help improve soil moisture and the water supply
but it does not remove the uneven distribution of rain that dates back to June. The forecast indicates the region will continue to be
wet throughout the next week.

2. The Postrera season got off to a good start in central Honduras and northwestern Nicaragua, but the first half of October has

been between 25% and 75% of normal for the month. This recent dryness trend does not bode well for the region as plentiful
moisture is beneficial during this time of the season. The forecast calls for beneficial rains over the weekend.
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The MFEWS weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, NASA, and a number of other national and
regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Alvin.Miller@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7552
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