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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
= Three consecutive weeks of low rain totals have led to early-season dryness concerns in southern Sudan.
= The Inter-Tropical Front is located south of its normal position for this time of year.
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1) Rainfall deficits continue over portions of central and
southeastern Kenya as well as northern Tanzania. These
areas have experienced a delayed start to the long rains
and have poor seasonal rain totals. Growing precipitation
deficits since March will likely degrade crop and pasture
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conditions over the next several weeks. Many of these b SR
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seasons.

2) Many Belg-producing areas of Ethiopia continue to
experience poor rainfall anomalies, resulting in
deteriorating crop conditions. Despite poor rains,
livestock and water availability in Belg-producing areas
are good.

3) Poor rains in the eastern Ogaden region of Ethiopia and
northern Somalia for much of the rainy season have
resulted in poor pastureland and livestock conditions.

4) According to several rain and land models, the Mandera
Triangle is currently experiencing poor pasture
conditions.

Legendis very general, please see

5) Kwando River and Lake Liambezi water levels continue numbered descriptions for details.

to rise.

53555 June Cropped Areas
6) There are reports of flooding in the Nakuru district of
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Kenya. There have also been reports of damage to roads -
in Mbita, Gwasi, Homa bay, and Northern Rachuonyo. #//% somewhat Favorable
There is moderate flood risk in the Nzoia Basin. - Flooding
7) Three consecutive weeks of low rainfall totals coupled shart-term Dryness
with below-average rainfall anomalies thus far this season - Drought
is leading to early season dryness concerns in southern
Sudan. B scvers Drought




Slow advancement of Inter-Tropical Front

For the last two analysis periods, the Inter-Tropical
Front has been further south than its normal
positioning for the specified period of analysis.
During the second dekad of May, the ITF was
located near 12.3N degrees, which is 1.1 degrees
south of the average for this time of year and 1.6
degrees south of the position for this same period in
2008. In the image to the right (Figure 1), it can be
seen that the current ITF position is significantly
farther south than it was during the first dekad of
May, meaning there was a digression to the normal
ITF advancement northward.

A possible cause of the delayed northward
advancement of the ITF is the atmospheric
conditions in the Gulf of Guinea region. Anomalous
warm sea surface temperatures in addition to
easterly wind anomalies extending from West Africa
into the Atlantic Ocean have prevented the normal
advancement of rains and have caused negative
rainfall anomalies in the Gulf of Guinea countries.

According to the GFS Model (Figure 2), moderate
rains are expected across West Africa during the
May 28 — June 3 observation period. Totals are
expected to range from 5 — 30 mm, with localized
areas in excess of 40 mm.

East Africa dryness

For much of the east Africa rainy season, rainfall
totals have been below average (See Figure 3).
This has had a wide range of impacts on the region.
In Ethiopia, Belg crop conditions are deteriorating.
Parts of Kenya and Tanzania experienced a
delayed start to the season and have received poor
totals thus far. With precipitation deficits steadily
growing since March, crop and pastureland
conditions will likely degrade. Ground reports and
images from Somalia also indicate very poor
pasture and livestock conditions. In southern
Sudan, two consecutive weeks of low rainfall totals
coupled with below-average rainfall anomalies thus
far this season is leading to early season dryness.

The east African rainy season ends in September;
however, shorter-cycle crops have already felt the
impacts of low rain totals and may continue to if
improvement in rains does not occur soon. Many
areas in the east have experienced consecutively
failed cropping seasons.

Inter-Tropical Front Analysis
Valid: May Dekad 2 2009

Current vs Mean Position of the Africa ITF
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May 2009 Dekad 2

Accumulated Dekadal Precipitation:
:n sz Dsn.:s .uelso |:|:vc.=sn I Mean 10-Day Average
= W= linw (e s [ Previous 10-Day Average

I Current 10-Day Average @

Figure 1: Lower than average positioning of ITF.
Source: NOAA/CPC

GFS 7-Day Outlook
Valid: May 27 — June 3, 2009
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Figure 2: Light-to-moderate rains expected in the Gulf of Guinea
Source: NOAA/CPC

East Africa Long Rains Season Anomaly
As of: February 1 — May 25, 2009

Precipitation Anomaly (mm)
Based on NOAA/CPFG RFE Climatology Method
Februory 1 2008 — May 25 2008
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Figure 3: Below average seasonal rains in east Africa.
Source: NOAA/CPC

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of
USAID or the U.S. Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC,
USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to
Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7566. Questions about the USAID FEWSNET activity may be directed to Gary Eilerts, USAID Program Manager for FEWSNET,

1-202-219-0500 or geilerts@usaid.gov.




