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• Rainfall deficits continue over the Belg regions of Ethiopia. Compounded with a delayed start of season, a reduction of Belg 

harvests is expected across parts of Ethiopia.  
• Water levels continue to slowly rise in the Caprivi Strip region. 

 
1)  Rainfall deficits continue over portions of central 
and southeastern Kenya as well as northern 
Tanzania. These areas have experienced a delayed 
start to the rains and poor seasonal rain totals.  With 
precipitation deficits growing stronger since March, 
this may potentially degrade crop and pasture 
conditions over the next several weeks. Many of 
these areas have also experienced consecutively 
failed rainy seasons.  
 
2) Despite locally heavy rainfall totals during the 
past week, many Belg-producing areas of Ethiopia 
continue to experience poor rains, resulting in 
deteriorating crop conditions in the Belg areas and 
pasture conditions throughout Ethiopia.  Further 
east into the Somali region and northern Somalia, 
low rainfall totals have impacted rangeland 
conditions. 
 
3) Beginning in late January, rainfall eased, bringing 
precipitation deficits to eastern Zimbabwe, and 
extending eastward into Mozambique and far 
southern Malawi.  The dryness has impacted some 
cropping activities, especially late-planted crops.  
Rainfall did pick up near the end of the wet season, 
but this was not enough to revive crops that had 
already wilted. 
 
4) Muyako water levels for Lake Liambezi jumped 
recently due to rains, the Kwando River continues a 
steady rise at Kongola, and the Zambezi is also 
rising. Field reports state, “There may still be a 
major flood on its way.” However, the GFS rainfall 
forecast model does not indicate any rain for that 
region during the period of May 7 – May 13, 2009. 
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West African rainy season outlook 
 
 
With the start of the West African rainy 
season in the near future, the African Desk 
of NOAA’s Climate Prediction has released 
its Canonical Correlation Analysis of the 
June – August rainfall outlook.  In the Sahel, 
“There is a modest increased chance for 
below average precipitation over much of 
the (region) from western Mali to northern 
Burkina Faso, Niger, and central Chad. 
Climatology is expected elsewhere.” In the 
Gulf of Guinea, “There is a modest 
increased chance for above average rainfall 
along the coast of the Gulf of Guinea from 
Cote d’Ivoire to Benin.  Climatology is 
expected elsewhere.”  For the past month, 
preseason rainfall totals along the Gulf of 
Guinea have been above average, with 
positive anomalies ranging from 25 – 50 
mm.  Further north into the Sahel countries, 
rainfall anomalies have been below average 
in southern Mali and much of Burkina Faso.  
Totals have been near average elsewhere.  
(See Figure 1) 
 
 
 
 
Inter-Tropical Front Position 
 
During the third dekad of April the Inter-
tropical Front made a minor retreat in its 
annual advancement.  During the second 
dekad of April it was situated around 11.7 
degrees north latitude.  This position is 
significantly south of the same dekad of 
2008, when the ITF was around 13.4N.  
Further east, the ITF position is near normal 
but overall its average positioning is 
approximately .5 degree south of normal.  
(See Figure 2)  The slow advancement of 
the ITF could be attributed to the current 
warmness in the Gulf of Guinea, causing an 
increase in rains there, but also preventing 
the advancement of the ITF, leading to 
dryness in the Sahel.  
 

West African 30 Day Rainfall Anomalies 
Valid: April 5 – May 4, 2009 

 
Figure 1: Green and blue colors indicate rainfall anomalies that are 
above normal. Orange indicates below-normal rainfall anomalies. 
White indicates rainfall totals that are near normal.  
Source: NOAA/CPC 
 

Inter-Tropical Front 
Valid as of: April Dekad 3 2009 

 
Figure 3: Red indicates the current position of the ITF.   
Source: NOAA/CPC 


