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• A slow, and in some locations erratic start to the rainy season in west Africa, has given way to excessively 
wet conditions. There has been localized flooding across portions of the Sahel and the Greater Horn.  
Additional heavy rains are likely to continue this week and through the end of August. 

 
• Rainfall totals remain normal to slightly above normal across most of the Greater Horn of Africa. Meanwhile, 

eastern Kenya continues to wait for the next wet season to relieve the drought left by the poor March – May 
rains. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1) The very poor March to May rains in eastern Kenya and 
Southern Somalia continues to negatively impact the region.  
Rainfall was very poor during the first wet season of 2007.  
Rainfall is desperately needed in this area, but will not arrive 
before October, at the earliest. 
 
2) Precipitation has increase significantly during the past 
month.  Before these heavy rains arrived, western Burkina 
Faso and northern Côte d'Ivoire had experienced a very poor 
rainfall distribution and below normal rainfall totals.  The 
recent rains may help to improve Lake Volta’s low levels in 
Ghana, but they will likely have more limited impacts on 
reviving crops in Burkina Faso and Côte d'Ivoire. 
 
3) Heavy rainfall continues to soak western portions of 
Ethiopia, and Eritrea.  Precipitation has eased considerably in 
Sudan, but heavy rainfall remains a threat east of Khartoum 
near the Ethiopia/Eritrea border in Sudan.  Flooding has 
occurred during the past month in this area and continued 
excessive rainfall will likely result in continued local flooding. 
 
4) Extremely heavy rainfall in Nigeria has caused scattered 
localized flooding. Localized flooding has occurred across 
the nation with particularly severe consequences in the state 
of Plateau. Rainfall will be heavy again this week across the 
Sahel with the possibility of continued local flooding, 
especially near major rivers. 
 
5) Moisture has been well distributed across Western Cape, 
South Africa.  Moisture has been plentiful for the winter 
wheat crop in the region, and conditions are likely to remain 
positive. 
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Excessive moisture in Nigeria causes localized flooding, 
rain likely to continue 
 
Like most of west Africa, Nigeria had small, but persistent 
rainfall deficits until recently.  As of the middle of June, deficits as 
high as 100 mm had accrued since the rains started in May. Now a 
moisture surplus of up to and exceeding 200 mm is prevalent across 
the country. 
 
Beginning in the middle of June heavy rain moved into the region, and 
has remained since. The rainfall has caused localized flooding in 
Nigeria and elsewhere in the Sahel.  Rainfall is expected to remain at 
least in the near term, and there is the possibility that rainfall will 
remain heavy throughout the rest of the season.  Sea surface 
temperatures in the Atlantic and Gulf of Guinea, however provide a 
less wet scenario, possibly helping to suppress the rain throughout the 
region. 
 
 
 
 
Rainfall has been plentiful over most of the northern and 
western Greater Horn, but lingering problems remain in 
Kenya and Somalia 
 
Heavy rains across the Ethiopian highlands and Sudan has 
lead to a normal season throughout the region.  These rains, 
however, have come at a cost. Localized flooding in Sudan, 
Ethiopia, and Eritrea near the other two countries has caused 
minor problems.  The abundant rainfall stretches south towards 
Lakes Turkana and Victoria.  Flooding and landslides have also 
occurred here in western Kenya as a result of the excess 
moisture. 
 
The story is very different in eastern Kenya and southern 
Somalia, where a poor March – May wet season has left 
drought conditions. Rainfall is needed here during the next wet 
season to prevent a more severe crisis.  The rains typically 
return to this area in October. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ITCZ approaches its zenith 
 
We are now approaching the climatological maximum northward push 
of the ITCZ. In the next month the area where the rains are located 
will begin to move towards the south. Normally the movement to the 
south is twice as fast as the move was to the north. 
 
The ITCZ maintained its normal position over the first ten days of 
August. Rainfall south of the ITCZ remained above normal during the 
dekad.  The ITCZ has remained near normal for the past two dekads, 
this is a change, and an improvement over its erratic behavior earlier 
in the season. 

Rainfall Forecasts 
August 14 – August 20, 2007 
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Water Requirements Satisfaction Index Anomaly 
1st Dekad of August 
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ITCZ Position as of the 1st Dekad of August 
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