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Weekly Introduction:  
 
Update Of ITCZ 
 
During the period from August 21-31 2004, the 
African portion of the ITCZ moved dramatically 
to the south in the eastern half of the continent. 
During the past dekad, the eastern region of 
the ITCZ moved from around 19N to around 
15N. This contrasts with the movement in the 
west where the ITCZ moved relatively little 
from last period and is located very close to the 
1988-2003 climatological mean. The 
southward movement of the ITCZ at this time is 
quite normal as the normal northward peak 
occurs during the second dekad of August. 
 
 
 
 
Locust Update 
 
The report from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations on the locust situation in 
western Africa was last updated on September 3 (http://www.fao.org/NEWS/GLOBAL/locusts/Locuhome.htm).  
They report that the situation continues to deteriorate in West Africa where summer breeding is in progress 
over a large area of southern Mauritania, northern and central Senegal, in the Sahelian part and in the north of 
Mali, in western Niger, in northern Burkina Faso and probably in Chad. Several mature swarms were also 
seen in Dakar. Numerous hopper bands are forming and maturing rapidly in these countries. Laying and 
hatching are likely to continue in a few places. A massive amount of fledging has started in southeastern 
Mauritania and new swarms are beginning to form. This will also occur in the other countries in the coming 
weeks. Consequently, a substantial number of swarms are expected to form in September. There was one 
unconfirmed swarm report in Darfur, Sudan.  Significant crop damage has occurred in several countries. 
  
Additional details can be found at the USAID web site for Assistance for Emergency Locust/Grasshopper 
Abatement (AELGA) at http://www.aelga.net. 
 
 



 2

Weather Hazards Assessment Graphic: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weather Hazards Text Explanation: 
 
1.  Poor performance of seasonal rains over the past several years has resulted in a long term, multi-year drought across 
the Sanaag, Sool, Togdheer, Bari and Nugal Provinces of northern Somalia. The 2004 season, however, saw an overall 
good performance of the rains. Despite these rains, large long term moisture deficits and severe drought remain.  The next 
chance for significant rainfall will come in October.  
 
2. The long rains this year were much below normal across eastern Kenya, the Somali region of Ethiopia and across the 
Galguduud and Mudug regions of Somalia.  The season started late and ended early, as little rain fell during March or 
May. Totals were less than half of normal for the season, with deficits of 100 to 150 mm. Some areas in the higher 
elevations have deficits of 250+ mm. In some areas, this was in addition to below normal rainfall during 2003. The next 
chance for significant rain will be with the onset of the short rains in October.  
 
3. Multi-year drought has resulted in large long term moisture deficits across southeastern Kenya. Poor performance of 
the March-May rains has exacerbated long term drought conditions across the area. The long term drought will reduce 
water supplies and reservoir levels, degrade pastures and may result in reduced sub-soil moisture availability for the 
upcoming second cropping season. 
  
4. The 2004 Belg season (February-May) was drier than normal across the South Tigray zone as well as North Wello and 
South Wello zones in the Ahmara region. Rainfall was about half of normal for the season.  The season also started late 
and ended early, with most of the season's rainfall occurring during the month of April. The typical length of the Belg 
rains is about 10 weeks. The 2004 Belg season lasted only 4 to 5 weeks. Furthermore, rains during the Meher season have 
been erratic. 
 
5. Rainfall during the past several months has been erratic and lighter than normal across extreme southeastern Sudan, 
portions of southwestern Ethiopia and adjacent areas in Kenya and Uganda. This has resulted in rainfall deficits of 50 to 
100 mm and may have resulted in crop stress. 
 
6. Rainfall during the 2003-04 rainy season was about 70 percent of normal across west-central portions of Tanzania. 
Satellite imagery show indications of pasture degradation in the agro-pastoral areas. Locally heavy pre-season rains on 
September 3rd and 4th may have helped to boost moisture in the area and improve vegetation and pasture conditions. 
  
7. Rainfall has been lighter than normal and somewhat erratic during the so far this season across a large portion of 
central Sudan, including Darfur and Kurdufan. Dryness has also been observed over parts of central Chad and extreme 
southeastern Niger, This dryness has reduced moisture for local crops, pastures and water supplies. Showers are possible 
across central Sudan and east-central Chad, however mostly dry conditions are expected over west-central Chad.  
 
8. Rainfall has been lighter than normal across portions of Tahoua in southwestern Niger, with seasonal precipitation 
totals so far around 60% of normal. Fair to poor pasture conditions have also been reported over northern portions of 
nearby Maradi. Recent rains have resulted in improvement across the area, with additional showers possible during the 
period. 
  
9. Seasonal rains have so far been lighter than normal across Western Cape, South Africa. This may result in yield 
reductions for the winter wheat crop, which is typically in the heading stage during this time of year. The drier than 
normal conditions will also reduced moisture for irrigation supplies. Conditions are expected to be warm and dry during 
the period. 
 
AUTHOR: Chester V Schmitt 
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Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Alvin.Miller@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x755
 3
FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions.  Its
views are not necessarily reflective of those of USAID. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include
participation by NOAA-CPC, USGS, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries
concerned.     



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


