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 A two week pause in the rains during November, during an otherwise wet Short Rain season, has wilted crops across 

most of Kenya and parts of Somalia.  Some areas of southeastern Kenya have been able to replant. 
  

 Central Mozambique and southern Malawi have dried out during the last few weeks.  Nearby areas of Zimbabwe have 
also experienced a reduction in moisture recently. 

 

1)  Many local areas in western Kenya, and nearby 
parts of Uganda and Tanzania, have been impacted 
by poor pastoral and agro-pastoral conditions due to 
long-term moisture shortages.  Favorable late 
October – early November rains have improved some 
areas of dryness, except in northwestern Kenya.  In 
early December, rainfall pushed into the area around 
Lake Turkana, and heavy rainfall spread across dry 
portions of Uganda. 
 
2) After a favorable start to seasonal rains in the 
Greater Horn region, dry conditions during 
November have degraded pasture and wilted some 
crops.  Seasonable rainfall has returned to the area 
during the last few days of November and thus far in 
December. The precipitation is likely to improve 
pasture conditions and drinking water supplies.  
Areas to the south have also experienced poor 
conditions, but have been able to replant, which may 
mitigate some of the negative impacts of the dry 
spell. 
 
3) Poor pastoral conditions in northern Somalia and 
far eastern  Ethiopia are the result of below average 
rainfall in this semi-arid region. 
 
4) Two weeks of little to no rainfall in central 
Mozambique, and southern Malawi, along with poor 
rainfall in southern Madagascar and southern 
Zimbabwe, have reduced moisture for crops trying to 
germinate. This has come after precipitation was 
slow to start across the region. 



FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions.  Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of 
USAID or the U.S. Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, 
USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to 
Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7566. Questions about the USAID FEWSNET activity may be directed to Gary Eilerts, USAID Program Manager for FEWSNET, 
1-202-219-0500 or geilerts@usaid.gov.  

 
Greater Horn Season, wet but rains unreliable 
 
The season-long precipitation was above normal in the 
Greater Horn region, partially because of the influence of 
the ongoing El Nino in the Pacific. However, the poor 
distribution has negatively impacted the region. 
 
Positive rainfall anomalies have occurred across nearly all 
of Somalia, Ethiopia, and a large area of Kenya. (Figure 1)  
However, El Nino’s impacts tend to be seasonal, with local 
forcings being responsible for other fluctuations in 
precipitation. This occurred during the middle part of 
November when precipitation shut off for two to three 
weeks.  The dry spell occurred suddenly, wilting crops that 
had done well to that point. 
 
Since that dry spell, precipitation has picked up again, and 
most areas will close out the season with a net positive 
amount of precipitation.  As a result of the return of the 
rains, some areas have been able to replant, such as some 
of the communities to the south and east of Nairobi. 
Despite the replanting, crop losses are still expected in this 
area. 
 
Although the vast majority of the region is experiencing a 
wet season, there are some areas facing substantial 
deficits.  The largest of these areas is in north-central 
Kenya. 
 
Typically most moisture has pulled out of the region by 
now, with only light showers moving into Kenya.  However, 
last week heavy rainfall, in some places exceeding 75 mm 
fell across much of the country.  Additional, but lighter 
precipitation is expected over the next week. 
 
 
Wet start in many areas changing as drying trend 
spreads in southern Africa 
 
Rains arrived across most of southern Africa, either early or 
on time.  This allowed for planting activities to get underway 
as expected. Precipitation across most of the major growing 
areas has been well distributed and positive precipitation 
anomalies are well spread. 
 
Despite the good season thus far, during the last week, the 
only significant area of dryness began expanding.  Early 
reports from Malawi have indicated some dryness in the 
southern portions of the country. Meanwhile in 
Mozambique, central parts of the country began the season 
slightly slowly, before precipitation moved into the region.  
The rains, though quite heavy, ceased three weeks ago, 
and once again the area is drying out. (Figure 2) 
 
For two weeks there has been some indication that this 
dryness may be moving over the border into Zimbabwe.  
Satellite products have also picked up on the trend around 
the greater Caprivi Strip area to southern Zimbabwe. 
(Figure 3)  This has started to change season long positive 
anomalies, negative. 

Satellite Estimated Precipitation Anomaly 
Valid: October 1 - December 26, 2009 

 
 

Figure 1:  NOAA/CPC 
 
 

Satellite Estimated Precipitation Anomaly 
Valid: October 1 - December 20, 2009 

 

 
Figure 2:  NOAA/CPC 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maximum Consecutive Dry Days 
Valid: November 26 -  December 26, 2009 

 
Figure 3:  USGS/EROS 


