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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
=  Precipitation continues to be suppressed across much of the Belg-producing areas in Ethiopia.
= Moisture has been suppressed in portions of Kenya and Somalia, reducing water availibility.
= Early season rainfall deficits have continued to grow in areas of Sudan and the Central African Republic.
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1) Rainfall deficits continué over portions of central and
southeastern Kenya as well as northern Tanzania. These
areas have experienced a delayed start to the long rains
and have poor seasonal rain totals. Growing precipitation
deficits since March will likely degrade.crop and pasture
conditions over the next several weeks. Many of these
areas have also experienced consecutive failed rainy
seasons.

2) Many Belg-producing areas of Ethiopia continue to
experience poor rainfall anomalies, resulting in
deteriorating crop conditions. Despite poor rains,
livestock and water availability in Belg-producing areas
are good.

3) Poor rains in the eastern Ogaden region of Ethiopia and
northern Somalia for much of the rainy season have

resulted in poor pastureland and livestock conditions. L .
egend is very general, please see

numbered descriptions for details.

4) Precipitation continues to be suppressed in the
Mandera Triangle and nearby areas of Kenya, Ethiopia and 25555 June Cropped Areas
Somalia.

B Favorable
5) One month of low rainfall totals is leading to early 7/, Somewhat Favorable
season dryness concerns in southern Sudan. During the .
last two weeks similar conditions have spread into the I Fiooding
Central African Republic. Short-term Dryness
6) Northern Belg-producing areas experienced drier B Drought
conditions than areas further south. Water availability is - Severe Drought
poor and pastures have been degraded.




Moisture deficits continue to rise in the Horn Satellite Estimated Rainfall Anomalies
March 1°' — May 30

Rainfall has been below-average and erratic since the
beginning of the growing season in most areas of the Horn.
This has resulted in precipitation deficits across Kenya,
Somalia, Ethiopia, Djibouti and Eritrea. (See Figure 1)

Early observations, especially from Ethiopia's Belg-
producing areas, and northern Somalia have described
wilting crops and undernourished cattle. In Kenya this is the
fifth consecutive season of poor rainfall while may other
areas around the region are also experiencing multiple
consecutive seasons with below-average rainfall. Djibouti
and Eritrea are also experiencing rainfall deficits, however
these are not as extreme as those being observed in
neighboring countries.

There are a couple of regions of the Horn that have
experiencing reasonable growing seasons. In Kenya, very
close to Lake Victoria, rainfall has been well distributed. This
has enabled the most important crop growing area of Kenya -
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to continue to produce, despite negative rainfall anomalies. _259_209_159_19(]_50 _'25 —‘Ilﬂ 1'(} 2:5 5'0 160
In southwestern Ethiopia, well distributed and surplus rainfall |"Fjgre 1: Rainfall deficits remain widespread across the Horn of
has also provided good growing conditions. Africa.

Source: NOAA/CPC

. ) Satellite Estimated Rainfall Anomalies
Early season dryness in Sudan spreads into CAR, Chad May 1% — May 30"

For the past month rainfall has been erratic across much of
southern Sudan. More recently that same dryness has
spread into parts of the Central African Republic and Chad.
Moisture deficits in southern Sudan and the affected portions
of CAR are generally between 50 and 100 mm during the
month of May, while smaller anomalies of less than 50 mm
are found in southern portions of Chad.

Although these deficits are moderate, it is still very early in
the growing season in these areas and there is still plenty of

time before the moisture deficits become critical. _259_299_159_199_59 _|25 _-Im 1'(;. 2:5 5'@

Figure 2: Precipitation deficits continue to grow across Chad,

. . Sudan and the Central African Republic.
Many areas in West Africa off to a reasonable start Source: NOAA/CPC

Rainfall qondltlons remain close to average across mych.of Water Requirements Satisfaction Index
West Africa. The one sizable exception is northern Nigeria, As of: May 20", 2009
=

but thus far satellite-based crop tools have not detected
anything unusual. Current sea surface temperatures in the
Atlantic, however, continue to be unfavorable for
precipitation in the Sahel. Although ocean temperatures
recent movements have potentially improved, the current
arrangement remains one that could result in suppressed
rainfall across the Sahel.

No Start {late)
Yetto Start

~{

&
Figure 3: Some locations in West Africa are showing the rains are
slow to start.
Source: USGS

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of
USAID or the U.S. Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC,
USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to
Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7566. Questions about the USAID FEWSNET activity may be directed to Gary Eilerts, USAID Program Manager for FEWSNET,
1-202-219-0500 or geilerts@usaid.gov.



