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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
= Severe flooding in Angola has affected an estimated 220,000 people. In recent weeks, rains have eased in
flood-affected areas.
= Early-season dryness concerns in southern Sudan.
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southeastern Kenya as well as northern Tanzania. These W5
areas have experienced a delayed start to the rains and poer
seasonal rain totals. Growing precipitation deficits since-
March will likely degrade crop and pasture conditions over
the next several weeks. Many of these areas have also
experienced consecutive failed rainy seasons.

2) Many Belg-producing areas of Ethiopia continue to
experience poor rainfall anomalies, resulting in deteriorating
crop conditions. Despite poor rains, livestock and water
availability in Belg-producing areas are ggod.

3) Poor rains in the eastern Ogaden region of Ethiopia and
northern Somalia for much of the rainy season have resulted
in poor pastureland and livestock conditions.

4) According to several rain and land models, the Mandera
Triangle is currently experiencing poor pasture conditions.

5) Beginning in late January, rainfall eased, bringing
precipitation deficits to eastern Zimbabwe, and extending
eastward into Mozambique and far southern Malawi. The
dryness has impacted some crops, especially late-planted
crops.

Legend is very general, please see

6) Kwando River and Lake Liambezi water levels continue to numbered descriptions for details.

rise steadily. Elsewhere in the Caprivi region, flood waters

continue to subside. SR May Cropped Areas
7) There are reports of flooding in the Nakuru district of B Favoranie

Kenya. There have also been reports of damage to roads in y/// Somewhat Favarable
Mbita, Gwasi, Homa bay and Northern Rachuonyo. Heavy ! _

rains are expected to continue near Lake Victoria. B Fiooding

Short-termn Dryness
8) Two consecutive weeks of low rainfall totals coupled with v

below-average rainfall anomalies thus far this season is - Drought
leading to early season dryness concerns in southern Sudan. - Severe Drought




East Africa dryness

For much of the east Africa rainy season rainfall
totals have been below average (See Figure 1).
This has had a wide-range of impacts on the
region. In Ethiopia, Belg crop conditions are
deteriorating. Parts of Kenya and Tanzania
experienced a delayed start of season and have
received poor totals thus far. With precipitation
deficits steadily growing since March crop and
pastureland conditions will likely degrade.
Ground reports and images from Somalia
indicate very poor pasture and livestock
conditions there also. In southern Sudan, two
consecutive weeks of low rainfall totals coupled
with below-average rainfall anomalies thus far
this season is leading to early season dryness.

The east African rainy season ends in
September; however shorter-cycle crops have
already felt the impacts of low rain totals and may
continue to if improvement in rains does not
occur soon. Many areas in the east have
experienced consecutively failed cropping
seasons.

During the May 21% — 27" observation period
rainfall totals ranging from 0 — 15 mm are
expected in the east, with a small chance of
totals in excess of 50 mm in southern Sudan.

Severe flooding since March in Angola now
improving

According to a UN report on Floods and Cholera
in Angola, severe floods in the southern and
central provinces of the country have affected
220,000 people thus far. Those affected live in
the provinces of Moxico, Cunene, Kuando
Kubango, Bie, Lunda Sul, Uige and Malange.
More than 52,000 of those displaced are in
Cunene. Deaths have also been reported as a
result of flooding. During the first week of May,
heavy rains impacted the northern part of the
country; more information is being sought in
those areas.

Access to safe water is a challenge in flood-
affected areas. Often times, cholera may result
due to contaminated waters.

Rains have eased in the severely flood-affected
areas in the south and central provinces (See
Figure 2) and UN Charters are taking place to
assess the damage. No rain is expected in the
May 21°% — 27" observation period.

East Africa Long Rains Season Anomaly
As of: February 1 — May 18, 2009

Precipitation Anemaly {mm)
Based on NOAASCPC RFE Climatology Method
February 1 2009 — May 18 2009
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Figure 1: Below average seasonal rains in east Africa.
Source: NOAA/CPC

Rainfall Accumulation
Valid: May 12 - May 18, 2009

NOAA CPC FEWS—NET Rainfall Estimate (mm):
based on Satellite and Rain Gauge Data

From MAY 12 2009 to MAY 18 2009

Figure 2: Central and southern Angola rainfall totaling less than 5mm
Source: NOAA/CPC

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of
USAID or the U.S. Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC,
USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to
Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7566. Questions about the USAID FEWSNET activity may be directed to Gary Eilerts, USAID Program Manager for FEWSNET,

1-202-219-0500 or geilerts@usaid.gov.




