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e Despite flooding in the Sahel and the Greater Horn, the overall season has had generally positive impacts on most
regions. Flooding continues to hamper portions of Ethiopia, Sudan, Uganda, and western Kenya.

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

e Rainfall is beginning to return to parched portions of Kenya and Somalia as the ITCZ moves south more rapidly than
normal.

1) Eastern Kenya and southern Somalia are continuing
to suffer from a failed rainy season earlier this year.
Moisture has begun to return to the areain Somalia,
However additional precipitation will be needed to
relieve the longer term drought problems in the area.
Rainfall has not yet returned to Kenya and only light
showers are expected during the coming week.

2) Localized flooding continues to be a problem in western
Ethiopia and nearby portions of Sudan. An excessively wet
season is currently ending, and the heavy rainfall all season
is continuing to impact the region.

3) Localized flooding remains a problem in Kenya near Lake
Victoria and portions of Uganda. Rainfall has been heavy for
over a month in this region and additional precipitation is
expected during the coming period.

4) Although flooding has damaged crops and infrastructure
on alocal scale in West Africa, the plentiful rainfall will likely Legend

lead to a third consecutive above normal harvest across the
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region. Rainfall is currently moving out of the area and
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5) Dry conditions remain in northern Djibouti and southern - Favorable

Eritrea. Rainfall has begun moving away from the region and
relief is unlikely in the short term.

6) Western Cape, South Africa has had a good cropping
season. Winter wheat crops have received well distributed
and sufficient moisture throughout the season.
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Heavy rainfall caused flooding this season,

but also good growing conditions Precipitation Percent of Normal and Rainfall Totals

May 1 — September 30, 2007

Throughout most of the season, heavy rainfall
has been falling over most of West Africa. Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
Although the season is not quite over yet, it does May 1 2007 — September 30, 2007
appear that the rainfall has provided good 3 ‘ ,v“ i ;
growing conditions throughout the region. This is '
in contrast to the beginning of the season in
parts of Burkina Faso, Ghana and Cote d'lvoire
where a delayed start to the rains brought
concerns that the season was not progressing
well. Power generation from Lake Volta was
significantly reduced and warnings of potential
crop failures began emerging. The poor . . : . : .
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began to inundate these regions. Power May 1 2007 — September 30, 2007
generation has returned to normal in Lake Volta, )
and crop conditions have returned to normal for
almost all areas.

Associated with the heavy rains, flooding
became a concern, across the region with heavy
rainfall having destroyed crops  and
infrastructure in certain areas. These localized
problems are not the norm, however and almost
all areas have benefited from the above normal . : e ———
rainS during the 2007 wet season. 50 100G 200 300 400 500 800 750 1000 125G 1500
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ITCZ rapidly drops south, rains return to i
southern Somalia Intertropical Convergence Zone

As of the 3" Dekad of September 2007

The ITCZ began moving south faster than

normal during the last dekad of September. Due Current vs Mean Position of the Africa ITCZ
to the excess moisture across most of Africa As analyzed by the NOAA Climate Prediction Center
during the last few months, this is not likely a September 2007 Dekad 3

concern for crops and pastures. This could,
however, have implications for the October —
December period in the Greater Horn.

Rainfall has moved into southern Somalia earlier
than normal and has begun to ease conditions
from the failed March — May wet season. It will
take a good season in this region to improve
crop and pasture conditions but this is a good
start. Some light showers also have begun
moving into coastal Kenya. These have not yet
reached the areas suffering from drought, but
there is the potential for some moisture to make
it into the area during the coming period.

Desert Locusts threaten coastal Sudan,
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Adult Desert Locusts laid eggs in coastal Sudan and
Eritrea last month, and these eggs are likely to hatch

during the coming days. Swarms in Yemen have the Source: NOAA/FEWS-NET

potential to cross the Gulf of Aden during October into
northern Somalia as vegetation dries out north of the Gulf.

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those
of USAID. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA,
NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to
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