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 Below-average rainfall was observed and is to continue, likely to exacerbate dry conditions over Hispaniola. 
                      

During late October, suppressed rainfall prevailed over Hispaniola, contributing to the maintaining and even 

return of drier-than-average conditions over the southern two-thirds of the Island. In fact, during this past 
month, while favorable rainfall distribution resulted in rainfall surpluses over portions of northern Haiti and 
northern Dominican Republic, insufficient rainfall remained elsewhere, where cumulative rainfall accounted for 

50 – 80 percent of average. Since early August, conditions also were drier-than-average throughout much of 
Hispaniola, with seasonal totals performing poorly at 50 – 80 percent only of the average. As a result, a recent 

analysis of the Normalized Difference Vegetation Index has indicated that stressed and unfavorable conditions 
developed over northwestern Haiti, while poor biomass status continued in northwestern Dominican Republic. 
During the next seven days, rainfall forecasts indicated that light to locally moderate rains and likely near to 

below-average rainfall is expected over Hispaniola. This forecast limited rains could exacerbate ongoing dry 
conditions and potentially leading to reduced agricultural yields over the Island. 


