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Climate Prediction Center’s Hispaniola Hazards Outlook  

 October 01 – 07, 2020 
 

▪ A drastic moisture deficit led to an incommensurable loss of vegetation coverage over Hispaniola 

                      

Moderate to heavy rain was prevalent within the Dominican Republic during the past week. Much of the Dominican Republic 
received at least 25mm of rain, according to satellite estimates. Local areas in the northeastern part of Hispaniola received more 
than 100mm. Central departments of Haiti received 10-25mm of rain, while other parts of the country received less of rain. The 
observed pattern during the past 30-days, was rainier than is typical for September, and drier over Haiti, eastern and southern 
Dominican Republic, where 30 days totals were 50-100mm below normal. Over the last 30 days and longer, abnormal dryness 
continues to be a problem across much of Hispaniola. 2-months of suppressed rain has led to 30-day moisture deficits of 50-
200mm or more over a major part of Hispaniola. Additionally, less than 80% of expected rain was observed during the last 90 
days along the southern peninsula the ground conditions over Hispaniola has predominantly poor vegetation health index values 
throughout the island except its central areas. A relatively below-average pattern is expected to continue through the end of the 
outlook period. According to forecast models, 7-day rainfall totals are expected to be between 10-50mm with perhaps slightly 
higher amounts in southeastern parts of the island. Tropical cyclone activity is not expected to be a concern during this period.      
 


