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 The passage of Hurricane Isaias brought heavy rains and fatalities in the Dominican Republic.                       

Hurricane Isaias made landfall over northeastern Dominican Republic, which caused storm surges, flooding, 
and fatalities during the past week, according to media reports. The storm’s passage brought heavy 
downpours in excess of 100 mm over eastern Dominican Republic, while heavy rains continued over the 
central parts of Haiti. Light to moderate rains were observed elsewhere. As a result, wetter-than-average 
conditions prevailed over Hispaniola during the past thirty days. The largest rainfall surpluses were recorded 
over central Haiti. In contrast, moisture deficits persisted along the southern portions of the Dominican 
Republic. Over the past ninety days, the coastal areas of northwestern and southwestern Haiti and eastern 
and southern parts of the  Dominican Republic experienced drier-than-average conditions, with seasonal 
cumulative rainfall accounting for only between 25-80 percent of the average. The poorly-distributed rainfall 
has already negatively impacted vegetation conditions and has led to drought over many areas, particularly 
southern Dominican Republic. During the upcoming outlook period, a return to below-average rainfall 
conditions is forecast over Hispaniola. While moderate rains are possible over localized areas of central and 
southern Haiti and central Dominican Republic, little to light rains are expected elsewhere. 
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