Climate Prediction Center’s Hispaniola Hazards Outlook
May 21 - 27, 2020
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= Persistent and large rainfall deficits have led to abnormal dryness over parts of Hispaniola.
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During the past week, increased rains were observed over parts of Hispaniola. Heavy rains fell over northern
Haiti and bordering western Dominican Republic. Meanwhile, little to no rainfall persisted elsewhere. As a
result, positive thirty-day rainfall anomalies were observed over northern Haiti and neighboring western
Dominican Republic only, while negative anomalies prevailed throughout the remainders of the Island. The
16°N- persistent drier-than-average conditions have led to abnormal dryness over Hispaniola. Despite this past
week’s enhanced rains, the erratic rainfall distribution since early to mid-March has already negatively
impacted vegetation conditions over areas of central and northern Haiti and southern and northern
Dominican Republic, according to recent vegetation condition products. The return of good rains is much
needed to offset moisture deficits and aid cropping activities over many local areas. During the outlook
period, model rainfall forecasts suggest moderate rains over Haiti and western Dominican Republic and
15°N- heavy showers over central Dominican Republic. In contrast, light to locally moderate and likely to be below-
average rains are expected over the eastern half of Hispaniola, which may maintain dryness in the region.
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Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw(@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.
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