Climate Prediction Center’s Hispaniola Hazards Outlook
May 14 — 20, 2020
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= Short-term rainfall deficits have persisted over Hispaniola; but the forecast rain amounts could ease dryness.
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An analysis of cumulative rainfall over the past thirty days indicated that drier-than-average conditions
have prevailed over Hispaniola. While below-average rainfall was received over much of the Island, large
(> 50 mm) thirty-day rainfall deficits spread over parts of central Haiti to northern Dominican Republic.
The poor rainfall performance was attributed to prolonged dry spells since the early to mid-March. During
16°N- this past week, suppressed rainfall again prevailed over Hispaniola, with the exception of central Haiti and
bordering western Dominican Republic, where little (< 10 mm) rains were received. As a result, vegetation
conditions worsened over central and northern Haiti and western Dominican Republic, according to the
latest Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) anomaly. During the outlook period, the weakening
of high pressure system over the western Atlantic and passage of atmospheric troughs are expected to
bring wet weather patterns with moderate to heavy rains over Haiti and western and central Dominican
15°NA Republic and light rains elsewhere, which should help erode moisture deficits and improve conditions on
the ground over many local areas.
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Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw(@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.
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