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 Increased rains are expected over Haiti and western Dominican Republic during the outlook period. 

                      

From late April to early May, suppressed rainfall was observed over much of Hispaniola, except central 
Haiti, where little to light rains were registered, according to satellite estimates. Over the past thirty days, 
drier-than-average conditions were observed across the Island. Moderate to large (> 25 mm) moisture 
deficits were recorded over the northern two-thirds of Hispaniola. As a result, vegetation conditions 
deteriorated over central and northern Haiti and local areas of western and central Dominican Republic, 
based on a comparison between the latest Normalized Difference Vegetation Index anomalies with those 
of a month ago. A favorable distribution of rainfall is much needed during the upcoming weeks to 
replenish soil moisture and improve ground conditions for the ongoing season. During the outlook period, 
moderate to heavy rains are forecast over Haiti and western Dominican Republic, which should help erode 
short-term rainfall deficits and aid cropping activities over local areas. In contrast, little to light rains are 
expected over eastern and northeastern Dominican Republic, which could maintain dryness in the region. 
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