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 August 1 – August 7, 2019 
 

 A passing easterly wave is expected to usher in moisture and more widespread rainfall this week. 
 

During the last 7-days, heavy rainfall was observed in central/northern Haiti and neighboring areas of the Dominican 
Republic. These areas received more than 200mm of rainfall according satellite rainfall estimates. Elsewhere, some 

improved rains were observed in and around Monte Plata province in Dominican Republic. 7-day totals reached 100mm. 

The pattern still resulted in negative 7-day rainfall anomalies across many southern coastal portions the island. Besides 
the increased rainfall in northern Haiti, the final week of July continues a trend of poor rainfall performance dating to at 

least the start of June. Many parts of Haiti and eastern Dominican Republic exhibit deficits of 100-200mm or more for the 
period. On a percentage basis, these deficits are most significant (<50% of normal) along the southern coastline of the 

island and in eastern Dominican Republic. Long-term moisture deficits have negatively affected ground conditions 

according to recent vegetation health index products -most prominently along the southern coast of the island and the 
northern coast of the Dominican Republic. Other measures of ground conditions, like WRSI, corroborate widespread 

negative cropping impacts. Early in the outlook period, a broad easterly wave will pass over the island ushering in 
enhanced moisture. Weather models suggest widespread moderate to heavy rain will be observed across the island, 

providing the first chance for meaningful reduction of moisture deficits in many weeks. 


