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 A return to dryer conditions was observed over the island during the last week. 
 

After a period of wetter weather, seasonally dry conditions have returned to Hispaniola during the past week. Several 
gauges recorded light rainfall accumulations (<25mm), mainly in southern and eastern areas. Satellites observed a bit 

light rainfall over central Haiti as well. Since the start of December, precipitation has been slightly below normal 

throughout the island, with deficits of more than 25mm in many Dominican coastal areas and along the southern 
peninsula of Haiti, according to satellite rainfall estimates. Since late October, near-average moisture conditions have 

been registered in central Hispaniola. However, large moisture deficits remain across southern and northern portions of 
the island, where some locales have experienced less than half, or even a quarter, of their normal rainfall accumulation 

for the period. Moisture deficits over both the short and long terms have negatively impacted ground conditions, most 
acutely in northern Dominican Republic. These impacts have led to the placement of abnormal dryness across northern 

Dominican Republic. During the next week, a normal mid-January pattern is expected to prevail over the region, resulting 

in scattered light rain showers across the island. Forecast models suggest that slightly cooler than average nighttime 
minimum temperatures are still possible over the island this week.  


