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 Despite a recent increase in rainfall, long-term droughts and dryness continued over Hispaniola.  
 

From August 6-12, an increase in weekly rainfall was observed over Hispaniola as heavier rains fell over central Haiti and 

central Dominican Republic relative to that of the previous period. The largest (> 100 mm) rainfall amounts were 
registered over the Ouest and Centre departments of Haiti and bordering western Dominican Republic, according to 

satellite rainfall estimates. In contrast, reduced amounts with little to light rainfall were recorded elsewhere. Over the past 

thirty days, an uneven spatial distribution of rainfall has brought heavy rainfall over the central portions of Hispaniola, 
resulting in positive anomalies over the region but reduced and persisting, negative anomalies elsewhere. However, over 

the long term, below-average rainfall prevailed throughout the Island, particularly southern Haiti and the northern, 
eastern, and southern portions of the Dominican Republic, where percent of normal rainfall indicated less than fifty 

percent of the average since mid-May to present. Recent vegetation health and soil water indices pointed to poor and 

unfavorable ground conditions over many local areas, including but not limited to southern and northern Haiti and 
northern and eastern Dominican Republic. During the next outlook period, near-normal weather pattern is forecast over 

Hispaniola, with moderate to locally heavy rain over central Haiti and central Dominican Republic and little to light rain 
elsewhere. The forecast limited rainfall amounts could increase moisture deficits and worsen conditions on the ground. 


