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 Light rains possible over central and eastern Dominican Republic, while suppressed rains forecast elsewhere 
during the next week. 

 

During late January to early February, suppressed rains prevailed over Hispaniola, according to the CMORPH satellite 
rainfall estimates. Nonetheless, little to light rains were recorded over northern and northeastern Dominican Republic, 

based on the Global Telecommunication Systems reported from those areas. Consequently, some of the coastal areas of 
Hispaniola might have received more and favorable rainfall than that indicated by the satellite-derived estimates since the 

beginning of the December-April rainfall season. Over the past thirty days, average to slightly above-average rainfall was 

observed over Hispaniola. The favorable distribution of rainfall over the past several weeks has resulted in average to 
above-average vegetation conditions over most areas of the Island as indicated by the most recent Normalized Difference 

Vegetation Index anomalies. The continuation of seasonal rains on a week to week basis is expected to reduce the 
likelihood for dryness or drought over the short-term and help provide sufficient soil moisture to aid winter cropping 

activities over many local areas of Hispaniola. During the next week, drier weather pattern is, generally, expected to 

continue over Hispaniola. However, light rains are possible over central and eastern Dominican Republic and portions of 
southern Haiti due to diurnal and local effects. 
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