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 Flood Threat and landslide threat will continue after Matthew hit the region hard. A calmer pattern follows. 
 

  

Matthew made landfall near the town of Les Anglais, Haiti at 7am on Tuesday as a strong Cat 4 Storm. The Storm 

brought many significant impacts including storm surge along the southern peninsula of Haiti, heavy wind damage, 
widespread flooding, and landslides. Widespread flooding occurred across portions of the Dominican Republic as well. 

Reports indicate that is this is Haiti’s worst Humanitarian disaster since the 2010 earthquake. 5 deaths have been 

reported in Haiti and 4 in the Dominican Republic and those totals are sadly, likely to rise. TRMM estimates through the 
end of Tuesday indicate that more than 200mm of rain has fallen from the system in parts of southern and eastern Haiti. 

Similar totals are estimated in eastern Dominican Republic as well. Locally, rainfall totals for the entire event may be 
much higher. TRMM shows large positive weekly rainfall anomalies over the Island. Over the course of the last 30 days, 

deficits predominated many (especially coastal) parts of the island pre Matthew. Without any extended dry spells, 

vegetation Indices and field reports indicated that cropping activities and conditions on the ground were in good shape. 
Matthew’s heavy rains will have flipped any moisture deficits to surpluses across most of the island, but they may have 

also ruined many fields. A period of calmer weather should follow the storm during the coming week. However 
seasonable showers and thunderstorms are likely over the eastern and central parts of Hispaniola. Even these could be 
enough to cause further landslides and hamper recovery after Matthew.  


