
 
  The USAID FEWS NET 

 

Haiti Weather Hazards and Benefits Assessment 

For 
September 18 – September 24, 2008 

 
 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions.  Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of USAID or the 
U.S. Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, NASA, and a number 
of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7519 

Since mid-August, the passage of four tropical storms through the Caribbean has resulted in excessive 
precipitation over Haiti and the Dominican Republic.  A large majority of Hispaniola has experienced rainfall 
amounts greater than 300 percent above-average over the last 30 days, and many local parts of Haiti have been 
faced with acute crop losses, flooding and dire food shortages.  During the last observation period, many local 
areas saw a break in rainfall, with rainfall amounts ranging between 35- 40 mm in the central and northern 
departments. Greater precipitation totals (between 50 – 75 mm) were observed in the southern coastal 
departments which may have aggravated flooding.  Precipitation forecasts do not indicate any new tropical 
activity. Normal seasonal rainfall totals ranging between 20 to 50 mm are expected in the central and southern 
parts of Haiti, with some potential for higher totals in localized areas.  


