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2) Weeks of moderate to heavy rains in
western Honduras have left localized
areas along the Ulua River basin at-risk
for flooding. Though rains have tapered
off some recently, high water levels
remain a concern. Heavy rains are
expected August 21 – 27th and may
cause flood-related crop losses in the
departments of Ocotepeque, Copan and
Santa Barbara.

1) The Gulf of Honduras region
received heavy rains during the
August 14 – 20 observation period.
Above average rains for much of the
primera season has led to
landslides, damage to infrastructure,
road closures and fatalities in
Guatemala. The excessive rains
have also led to maize and bean
crop losses and a reduction of crop
yields in Peten, Alta Verapaz,
Quiche, Izabal and Zacapa. During
the current observation period a
reduction in rains is expected.

3) Another round of moderate to heavy
rains returned to southwestern
Guatemala during the August 14 – 20
period. Excessive rainfall in the higher
elevations has resulted in the potential
for localized flooding and landslides.

Hazards Assessment Text Explanation:
Though the Central America region is now experiencing its Canicula Period, heavy rains remain a concern for most areas. Municipalities near Guatemala City are
showing evidence of the impacts associated with Canicula having had a significant decrease in rainfall.
Elsewhere in Guatemala, departments have been receiving excessive rains since June and seasonal rainfall totals for the country are now approaching or are in
excess of 300 percent of normal in many areas. Crops that are nearing the end of their cropping cycle are at risk of being lost if excessive rains continue. Beans are
especially vulnerable because they are very sensitive to moisture. In addition to the potential of crop loss, excess soil moisture has raised concerns with the potential
that landslides may occur in addition to those that have already taken place. The government has recently declared a number of municipalities in the departments of
Alta Verapaz, Chiquimula, Guatemala, Huehuetenango, Izabal, Quiche, Zacapa and Peten to be in a state of emergency due to the flooding, landslides, infrastructure
damage and fatalities in recent weeks. During the August 21 – 27th observation period rains are expected to taper off significantly in many of the eastern departments
of Guatemala, while heavy rains remain a concern in the southwest. In the southwestern departments there is potential for localized flooding and landslides.
Central Honduras has suffered crop losses due to the mid-May to June dryness. While water availability and ground conditions are near normal in the central region,
flooding has become a concern in the west. In Ocotepeque, Honduras there are already reports of flood related crop losses. There is also the concern that water levels
in the Ulua River could exceed its banks and cause localized flooding. Heavy rains are expected to return to this region during this period furthering flood concerns.
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