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Light to moderate rains characterized
the region during the last observation
period. The heaviest totals were
received in El Salvador and western
Honduras with maximum rainfall totals
in excess of 50 mm. Southern Costa
Rica also received moderate rains.
These countries are currently
experiencing rainfall anomalies up to
200% of normal. Moderate seasonal
rains are expected to return to the
region during the period.

Hazards Assessment Text Explanation:
Throughout the Central America region rains have been mildly variable for the month of April leading some countries to declare an early start of season and others to have a start of
season in the near future. Despite the increase and variability in rainfall there are some areas that may experience a start of season a dekad or two later than normal. The following is a
briefing on the expected start of season and some indication of what can be expected in the coming months as the Primera season begins in addition to the start of the main cropping
period in Central America.
Belize expects to have a normal start of season which typically begins during the first dekad of May. In Guatemala the season is expected to begin approximately 10 to 15 days early due
to the abundant rains experienced during the month of April. Honduras has variability throughout the country regarding the onset of season. In the south and west the season is expected
to begin in mid-May, the remaining areas are expected to begin throughout the month of June which is later than normal. El Salvador is expecting its season to begin between the 6th and
15th of May which ranges from 5 to 10 days early. Nicaragua may be having a late start to the season in the north during the first dekad of June. Elsewhere in the country the season is
expected to be near normal. Nicaragua has had below normal rains for much of the Apante season and for the month of April. In Costa Rica the season began early in the south (midFebruary) and is expected to begin elsewhere between late April and May 5th which is also early. Finally, in Panama an above normal rainy season is expected during the months of May
and June, then rains are to taper off and become near normal by July.
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Start of Sesaonal Rains Anomaly
As of April Dekad 2

This image depicts the start of seasonal rains for the Central America Region. Blue indicates an early start of season, grey
is an average start; yellow is where the season has not yet started. Note that this is based upon a rainfall threshold and does
not incorporate other important ground conditions.
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The evaluation of climatological threats of MFEWS include the participation of the central
Meteorological Service of Honduras, IMN of Costa Rica, INSIVUMEH of Guatemala, ETESA of Panama, NMS of Belize and SNET of El Salvador. Any questions or
comments on this product can be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov

