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AFGHANISTAN Weekly Climate Forecast #19, May 14 – May 20, 2008
  
Dry conditions from October 2007 through April 2008 
have resulted in below normal snow pack, 
meanwhile warmer than normal temperatures have 
begun melting snow pack earlier than normal. 
 
Fewer winter storms than normal during the period 
from early October through early April resulted in 
below normal snow pack.  During this time period a 
several week period from January into February of 
bitter cold weather resulted in human fatalities and 
killed livestock.  After the unusually cold weather 
eased, it became warmer than normal, and began 
melting the reduced snow pack four to six weeks 
early.  Some light snow did fall during April as 
temperatures became more seasonable. 
 
Temperatures remain slightly above normal and the 
little snow that fell in April has melted.  Snow pack is 
mostly confined to the northeast.  The lack of snow 
will have impacts on cropping activities in the 
lowlands of Afghanistan. 
 

1) Much of Afghanistan has experienced below 
normal precipitation during the winter and an 
early snow melt. 

2)  Extreme heat (maximum temperatures above 
38 °C) will affect the southwest Afghanistan. 

 

Figure 1.  Weather hazards in Afghanistan 
 

Figure 2. Accumulated liquid precipitation forecast 
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Figure 3. Approximate snow depth 
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